
 

 

 

SUMMER WEATHER POLICY 

 
Purpose: 
It is the policy of the West Fargo Park District to provide clear and concise information regarding program 
cancellations and facility closures in the event of inclement and threatening weather conditions. This policy also 
includes recommended safety precautions and shelter procedures for patrons, participants, and employees. 
West Fargo Park District staff and program leaders must remain at the site until all youth patrons have left the 
premises and all patrons have left buildings that are to be locked. This policy includes updated guidelines for 
air quality, extreme heat, thunder/lightning, severe weather watch, and severe weather warnings. 

Policy Statement: 
The West Fargo Park District is committed to maintaining a safe environment for all patrons, participants, and 
staff during summer weather conditions, including extreme heat, poor air quality, thunderstorms, and other 
severe weather events. This policy outlines the procedures for monitoring environmental conditions, 
determining program modifications, cancellations, or closures, and communicating necessary actions to ensure 
public safety and operational consistency. 

Weather Monitoring Tools: 

To ensure consistent and accurate weather-related decisions, the West Fargo Park District uses the following 
tools: 

• WeatherBug App: Official source for temperature and lightning detection. 
• West Fargo Parks Daily Events: A geofenced location enrolled with the National Weather Service (NWS) 

to receive localized storm outlooks, WBGT, and heat index data. 
• NWS Regional Slack Channel: Used for real-time updates and direct communication with 

meteorologists serving our region. 
• Air Quality Monitoring: www.airnow.gov is used to track AQI levels and guide decisions related to 

outdoor air quality. 

Air Quality (Wildfire Smoke / AQI) 
The Park District will monitor the Air Quality Index (AQI) daily. Activity will be modified or canceled based on 
the following thresholds: 

• AQI 0–100: Programs proceed as scheduled. Staff will monitor participants with known respiratory 
conditions. 

• AQI 101–150: Reduce intensity of activities and limit exposure for sensitive individuals, especially 
children.  

• AQI 151-200: If AQI is below 151 at the start of a program, the activity may continue unless levels rise 
above 200 during the session. If AQI is 151 at the start of a program, cancel or relocate all outdoor 
activities for children. Risks are elevated for all populations. Provide more frequent breaks for outdoor 
workers, alter shift times when possible. Offer N95 masks to staff as an option.  



• AQI ≥ 201: Cancel or relocate all outdoor activities for adults and children, including the pool. Move 
outdoor work indoors or cancel outdoor work.  

Extreme Heat- Heat Index 
Heat index values will be used to determine the safety of outdoor activities and work for shaded, low-wind 
areas. 
 
Heat Index Temperature: 

• Below 90°F: Programs and outside work proceed with regular hydration and rest breaks. 
• 90°F–104°F: Modify programs and outdoor work by reducing duration and intensity, scheduling during 

cooler hours, and increasing access to shade and water. 
• ≥ 105°F: Cancel or reschedule all outdoor activities and work due to heat-related health risks.  

Heat Index will be used for: 

• Baseball/Softball with dugouts or available shade 
• General Park Play where shade is available 
• Outdoor work where shade is available 

Extreme Heat: Wet Bulb Globe Temperature (WBGT) 
WBGT will be used where individuals are exposed to direct sunlight. WBGT integrates the influences of sun 
exposure, air temperature, humidity, and windspeed, as a metric for heat intensity. 
 
WBGT Guidelines- Adults 

• 82.1–86.0°F: Plan intense or prolonged exercise with discretion; watch at-risk individuals carefully. 
• 86.1–90.0°F: Limit intense exercise and outside work and total daily exposure to heat and humidity; 

watch for early signs and symptoms. Shift outdoor work schedules and work in shade if possible. 
Operate under buddy system for those working outside.  

• Over 90.1°F: Cancel exercise and outside work. Uncompensable heat stress exists for all athletes and 
workers.  

WBGT Guidelines- Children 

• 75.0–78.6°F: Longer rest periods in the shade; enforce drinking every 15 min. 
• 79.0–84.0°F: Stop activity of unacclimatized persons and high-risk persons; limit activities of all others 

(disallow long-distance races, cut the duration of other activities) 
• Over 85°F: Cancel all athletic activities. 

Please note, the site of the rest time should be a ‘‘cooling zone’’ and not in direct sunlight. Ice packs and spray 
bottles filled with ice water should be available at the ‘‘cooling zone’’ to aid the cooling process. The Recreation 
Department will designate someone to provide this for their programs. Park Maintenance will designate this to 
be available for their department when applicable. 

 

WBGT will be used for: 



• Flag football 
• Baseball/Softball without dugouts 
• Lacrosse 
• Soccer 
• Rugby 
• General park play where there is no shade available 
• Outdoor work where there is no shade available 

Pool Specific Temperature Guidelines 

• The pool will not open if the temperature is below 65°F at the start of the session. However, if 
temperatures are expected to rise significantly during the session, we may choose to open. 

• If it is raining but the temperature is 65°F or higher, the pool will remain open.  
• On days with poor weather conditions where the pool remains open, staffing levels may be adjusted 

based on attendance. Some staff may be sent home early if usage is low. 
• Rain checks may be issued if patrons leave during a weather-related closure. Head guards must first 

check in with the Aquatics Specialist, or their designee before distributing rain checks. 

Thunder and Lightning 
The district will designate a “weather watcher” responsible for actively monitoring weather conditions and 
alerting the pre-designated chain of command of impending storms.  
 
All outdoor activities must be suspended immediately at the first sound of thunder or sight of lightning. Staff 
onsite are allowed to make this call even outside of the designated “weather watcher”. Participants must seek 
shelter in a fully enclosed building or vehicle. Activities will not resume until 30 minutes have passed since the 
last observed thunder or lightning. Each new incident resets the 30-minute wait time. The designated “weather 
watcher” will make the call for an “All Clear” to return to play.  

All individuals must be completely within an identified safe location when thunderstorms are already producing 
lightning and approaching the immediate location and when the distance between the edge of the lightning 
storm and the location of the outdoor activity reaches 5 nautical miles (nmi; roughly 6 statute miles or 9.26 km) 
or if lightning or thunder is heard, regardless of distance. 

Alert Language: 

• ‘‘Heads up’’  
o Lightning within 15 mi (13 nmi) 

• ‘‘Begin safety procedures’’  
o Lightning within 10 mi (8.68 nmi) 

• ‘‘You are now in danger; safety procedures should be complete’’ 
o Lightning within 6 mi (5.2 nmi) 

• ‘‘All clear’’ 
o  Lightning has not been detected at 15 mi (13 nmi) for 30 min. 

Severe Weather Watch (Severe Thunderstorm Watch, Tornado Watch) 
Activities may proceed as scheduled; however, organizers must be prepared to take immediate action if 
conditions worsen. Communication with participants, coaches, and spectators must include a notification of the 
watch and instructions on how to respond if a warning is issued. 



Severe Weather Warning (Severe Thunderstorm Warning, Tornado Warning) 
All outdoor activities must be suspended during the time of a Severe Weather Warning.  Participants must seek 
shelter in a designated storm shelter or vehicle. Open shelters, tents, and pavilions are not considered safe 
locations. Organizers must conduct a headcount to ensure all participants are accounted for and safely 
sheltered. 

Cancellations and Notifications 

• Weekdays during school days: If West Fargo Public Schools close due to weather, all youth programs 
will be canceled until 4:30 p.m. Decisions on evening activities will be made by 2:30 p.m. 

• Saturdays, Sundays, and non-school days: Cancellation decisions will be made one hour prior to the 
scheduled start time. On-site staff will remain until all youth patrons have left safely. 

• Pool Specific: Cancellation decisions will be made by a combination of the Operations Director and 
Pool Supervisors by 9:00am for the 10:00am-12:00pm session. 12:00pm for the 1:30-4:30pm session. 
4:00pm for the 5:30-8:00 session. 

• Outdoor Programs: Evaluated and canceled based on forecast and on-site conditions. Notification will 
be made via local radio, television, the Park District website (www.wfparks.org), and by calling 433-5363. 

Unattended Child Policy 
Children must have emergency contact numbers available. If a child is not picked up within 20 minutes of 
program end, or if a parent cannot be contacted, Park District staff are authorized to contact local authorities. 
Two staff members must stay with the child until they are safely picked up. 
Winter Weather Policy 
Purpose: 
To provide clear and consistent guidelines for program cancellations, facility closures, and safety procedures 
during winter weather conditions, ensuring the safety of patrons, participants, and staff. 

Policy Statement: 
The West Fargo Park District is committed to maintaining a safe environment for all facility users and staff 
during winter weather conditions, including snowstorms, extreme cold, ice, and blizzards. This policy outlines 
the procedures for monitoring weather conditions, determining cancellations or closures, and communicating 
necessary actions. 
 
Weather Monitoring Tools: 

To ensure consistent and accurate weather-related decisions, the West Fargo Park District uses the following 
tools: 

• WeatherBug App: Official source for temperature and watch/warning language. 
• West Fargo Parks Daily Events: A geofenced location enrolled with the National Weather Service (NWS) 

to receive localized storm outlooks. 
• NWS Regional Slack Channel: Used for real-time updates and direct communication with 

meteorologists serving our region. 
• Air Quality Monitoring: www.airnow.gov is used to track AQI levels and guide decisions related to 

outdoor air quality. 
Definitions: 

• Winter Weather Advisory: Issued when minor snow, sleet, or freezing rain is expected. Activities may 
proceed with caution. 

http://www.wfparks.org/


• Winter Storm Watch: Issued when severe winter weather is possible but not yet imminent. Staff should 
prepare for potential closures and communicate possible impacts to participants. 

• Winter Storm Warning: Issued when severe winter weather is imminent or occurring. All outdoor 
activities will be suspended during the implementation period of the warning, and facility closures may 
be enacted as determined by the Executive Director or designee. 

• Blizzard Warning: Issued when severe winter conditions, including heavy snow, sustained winds over 35 
mph, and low visibility, are imminent. All outdoor activities will be suspended during the 
implementation period of the warning, and facility closures may be enacted as determined by the 
Executive Director or designee. 

• Wind Chill Warning: Issued when wind chill values are dangerously low, potentially causing frostbite and 
hypothermia. All outdoor activities will be suspended during the implementation period of the warning, 
and facility closures may be enacted as determined by the Executive Director or designee. 

The Executive Director or their designee will determine delays, early closures, or full cancellations of 
facilities and programs due to winter weather conditions. This decision will be based on information 
gathered from multiple sources, including the National Weather Service (NWS), local emergency 
management, and on-site assessments. 

• Decision Timeline: If facilities are not opening, the decision will be made by 4:45 a.m. and 
communicated to staff. 

• Communication Protocol: Notifications regarding closures, delays, or cancellations will be 
communicated through the District’s pre-identified communication chain (calling list, text alerts, and 
email notifications). 

Cancellations and Notifications 

• Weekdays during school days: If West Fargo Public Schools close due to weather, all youth programs 
will be canceled until 4:30 p.m. Decisions on evening activities will be made by 2:30 p.m. 

• Saturdays, Sundays, and non-school days: Cancellation decisions will be made one hour prior to the 
scheduled start time. On-site staff will remain until all patrons have left safely. 

• Outdoor Programs: Evaluated and canceled based on forecast and on-site conditions. Notification will 
be made via local radio, television, the Park District website (www.wfparks.org), and by calling 433-5363. 

Unattended Child Policy 
Children must have emergency contact numbers available. If a child is not picked up within 20 minutes of 
program end, or if a parent cannot be contacted, Park District staff are authorized to contact local authorities. 
Two staff members must stay with the child until they are safely picked up. 

 

 

http://www.wfparks.org/

